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BEDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


North  Riding  of  Yorkshire 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  ending 
31st  December,,  1961. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bedale  Rural  District  Council , 

SIR,  MADAM  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1961. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

(1)  One  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time) 

(2)  One  Public  Health  Inspector  & Surveyor  (Pull-time) 

(3)  One  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  (Part-time) 

(4)  One  Waterworks  Manager  (Full-time). 

STATISTICS. 

Ai*0ci  © ♦ • © • • 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population  (mid  1961)  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 
Rate  Books  (end  of  1961)  ... 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Area  . . . 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  . . . 

NOTE; 

The  figure  given  above  for  the  estimated  resident  population  include 
Members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  Area. 

In  consequence  of  this  it  is  necessary  to  multiply  the  Crude  Birth 


Rate  and  Death  Rate  by  the  "comparability  factors" 
to  attain  the  rates  comparable  with  other  Areas  in 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

for  the  Area  in  order 
the  country. 

Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

67 

101 

168  ) 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

4 ) 

20.2 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate 

23.02 

Stillbirths. 

Legitimate 

Nil 

5 ) 

6 

Illegitamate 

Nil 

1 ) 

Deaths. 

33 

46 

79 

Crude  Death  Rate 

9*3  per  1 ,000 

Adjusted  Death  Rate 

9.67 

population. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One 

Year  of  Age 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitamate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  of  Infants  under  Four 

Weeks  of  Age 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

43,302  acres. 

8,480 

2,417 

£93,119 

£366.  0.  lOd 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week  of  Age. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Maternal 
GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 

Causes 
THE  HEALTH 

• « • • • • 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Nil 

(a)  Laboratory,  facilities.  (b)  Nursing  Services, 

(c)  Ambulance  Services.  (d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

The  above  services  have  on  the  whole  proved  adequate  for  the  Area 
though  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  District  Nurses  the  County 
Medical  Department  has  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge  and  re-arrange  some 
of  the  Areas  entailing  extra  work  by  those  Nurses  already  serving. 

Accommodation  for  the  Chronic  sick  and  infirm  continues  to  improve 
though  still  more  is  desirable. 

The  very  useful  service  provided  by  the  Chest  Clinic  which  is  held 
every  Tuesday  at  Mowbray  Grange  Hospital  continues  to  be  much  appreciated 
by  patients  and  general  practitioners  in  the  Area. 

DATA  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  WATERWORKS  MANAGER . 


WATER. 

QUANTITY. 

Owing  to  increased  demands  during  the  summer  it  was  necessary  to  turn 
off  the  water  in  some  parts  of  the  Council's  District  in  the  hours  least 
likely  to  cause  inconvenience,  between  11  p.m.  and  6 a.m.  This  was  done  on 
one  or  two  occasions  each  week.  In  addition,  notices  to  consumers  were  posted 
in  every  Parish  asking  that  the  utmost  care  be  taken  in  the  use  of  mains 
water  and  requiring  that  the  watering  of  gardens  and  the  washi ng  of  private 
motor  cars  by  hose-pipe  be  discontinued.  The  response  of  the  punlic  to  these 
restrictions  was  very  satisfactory  and  it  did  not  become  necessary  for  any 
consumer  to  be  prosecuted  for  contravening  them. 

QUALITY. 

The  whole  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  treated  by  Chlorination  and 
the  quality  generally  has  been  most  satisfactory.  Sixteen  samples  have  been 
taken  from  fittings  supplied  by  the  Council's  mains  in  various  parts  of  the 
Rural  District.  All  these  samples  were  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Northallerton,  for  analysis  and,  with  the  exception  of  two,  proved  free  from 
any  contamination. 

AUXILIARY  SUPPLY. 

In  view  of  the  shortage  during  the  year  we  have  continued  with  the 
temporary  supply  from  Northallerton  Rural  District  Council.  This  supply 
originates  at  Northallerton  Water  Board's  Cod  Beck  source  which  is  fully 
treated.  In  addition,  the  Council  is  proceeding  with  the  laying  of  a further 
6"  main  from  the  Northallerton  Rural  Area  and  it  is  expected  that  the  supply 
will  be  available  early  next  year. 

FRACTURED  MAINS. 

During  the  year  under  review,  work  on  fractured  mains  was  carried  out  at 
Bedale,  Nosterfield,  Deeming,  Londonderry,  Clifton  and  Burneston,  In  all 
cases  this  work  proceeded  with  the  least  possible  inconvenience  to  the 
Consumers  concerned. 

PROPERTIES  SUPPLIED. 

There  are  2,290  dwellinghouses  supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  serving 
a population  of  approximately  8,450.  In  addition  some  1 1 6 dwellings  are  served 
from  private  supplies  and  there  are  nine  by  means  of  stand  pipes. 
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The  following  is  the  position  for  each  Parish  in  the  Rural  Districts- 


From  Public  Mains. 

Private  Supplies  etc. 

Ainderby  Miers  with  Holtby 

9 

9 

Aiskew  Non-Lighting  Area 

141 

1 

Aiskew  Lighting  Area 

159 

2 

Be dale 

521 

— 

Burneston 

76 

3 

Burrill  with  Cowling 

34 

1 

Carthorpe 

105 

Clifton 

17 

— 

Crakehall 

145 

6 

East  Tanfield 

5 

11 

Exelby,  Leeming  & Newton 

193 

— 

Pirby 

18 

2 

Gatenby 

9 

1 

Hackforth 

36 

2 

Howgrave 

3 

— 

Killerby 

9 

— 

Kirkby  Pleetham 

144 

8 

Kirklington 

66 

8 

Lang  t home 

23 

— 

Rand  Grange 

3 

1 

Rookwith 

5 

1 

Scruton 

96 

— 

Snape  with  Thorp 

1 30 

Sutton  Howgrave 

26 

1 

Swainby  with  Allerthorpe 

4 

3 

Theakston 

17 

“ 

Thirn 

24 

2 

Thornton  Watlass 

51 

2 

Well 

94 

— 

West  Tanfield 

127 

2,290 

116 

This  figure  excludes  198  Married  Quarters 

at 

the  Leeming  R.A.P.  Station 

but  these  are  also  supplied  from  the  public  mains. 

MAINS  EXTENSIONS. 

The  Council  carried  out  mains 

extensions  at  Rookwith  and  Rand  Grange 

during  the  year.  This  means  that 

all  Parishes 

in 

the  Rural  District  have  now 

available  a public  mains  supply. 

CONNECTIONS  AND  METERS. 

During  the  year  1961,  8l  connections  have 

been 

taken  from  the  Council's 

mains  and  6 meters  installed. 

These  are  supplying  farms  and  private  dwellinghouses  etc. , in  the 

Bedale  Rural  District. 

PRESSURE  RECORDINGS. 

Pressure  recorders  have  been 

installed  in 

various  places  in  the  Bedale, 

Leyburn  and  Northallerton  Rural  areas  of  supply  for 

testing  and  record 

purposes. 

Consumption. 

Average  daily  consumption  in 

the 

Bedale  Rural  District 

520,000 

Average  daily  consumption  in 

the 

Leyburn  Rural  District 

63,000 

Leeming  Aerodrome 

85,000 

Average  total  daily  consumption 

668,000 
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DATA  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  & SURVEYOR . 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  year  under  review  has  been  one  of  considerable  activity,  two  new 
sewerage  schemes  having  been  commenced  together  with  the  surface  water  separation 
scheme  for  Bedale. 

The  first  scheme  to  commence  was  the  Bedale  Surface  Water  Scheme,  this 
involved  the  laying  of  6",  9"?  12"  and  18"  sewers  with  a new  outfall  to  Bedale 
Beck  and  the  separation  of  as  much  surface  water  as  possible  from  the  foul  sewers. 
This  scheme  became  urgent  when  a large  housing  estate  involving  many  new  roads 
began  to  develop  which  would  obviously  cause  serious  overloading  at  the  Bedale 
fisposal  Works,  particularly  during  times  of  heavy  rain.  The  Council  therefore 
decided  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  a separate  surface  water  system  so 
arranged  that  it  can  be  extended  at  any  time  in  the  future.  The  scheme  is  now 
well  advanced  and  the  surface  water  connections  already  made  to  the  new  sewers 
are  showing  a marked  reduction  in  the  flow  at  the  Disposal  Works.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  scheme  will  be  completed  about  June,  1962,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  £7,838. 

The  next  scheme  to  be  commenced  wa s the  Leeming  and  Leeming  Bar  Scheme, 
which  includes  the  laying  of  an  entirely  new  system  of  sewers  in  Leeming  and 
the  reconstruction  and  enlargement  of  the  existing  Disposal  Works  at  Leeming  Bar. 
Sewer  laying  is  proceeding  at  the  present  time  but  work  has  not  yet  been 
commenced  at  the  disposal  works.  It  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be  completed 
about  December,  1962  and  the  estimated  cost  is  £33,700. 

The  last  scheme  to  begin  was  the  Thornton  Watlass  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  which  covers  the  re-sewering  of  the  whole  village  and  the 
construction  of  new  disposal  works.  The  sewage  in  this  case  is  to  be  treated  in 
the  usual  type  of  disposal  works  and  the  effluent  wall  be  irrigated  over  land 
before  finding  its  way  to  an  existing  gutter  and  pond.  The  scheme  should  be 
completed  about  August,  1 962  and  the  estimated  cost  is  £7,823. 

In  both  these  schemes  the  old  sewers  are  being  left  intact  to  deal  with 
surface  water  so  making  available  a separate  system  of  sewers  for  both  foul  and 
surface  v/ater  drainage. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports  it  is  the  Council's  policy  to 
proceed  steadily  v/ith  sewerage  schemes  until  the  whole  area  has  been  dealt  with 
and  it  is  therefore  always  necessary  to  have  two  or  three  schemes  in  the  pipeline 
and  going  forward  for  Ministry  approval.  With  this  in  mind,  the  next  scheme  to 
be  tackled  is  now  almost  ready  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local 
Government  and  will  involve  the  construction  of  new  disposal  works  for  Snape. 

In  this  village  a good  system  of  sewers  is  already  in  existance  and  the  new  works 
are  to  be  built  on  the  site  of  the  present  dilapidated  and  inadequate  tank  system 
of  sewage  disposal.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  scheme  is  £6,770  and  it  is 
hoped  to  proceed  with  the  work  about  the  end  of  1962. 

Two  further  schemes,  one  for  Kirkby  Pleetham  and  Great  and  Little  Fencotes 
and  the  other  for  Great  and  Little  Crakehall  are  already  well  advanced  and  will 
be  submitted  for  Ministry  approval  at  an  early  date. 

The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  arrangements  for  the  remainder  of  the 
area,  with  the  exception  of  Aiskew  and  Bedale,  are  far  from  satisfactory  but  it 
must  be  obvious  from  the  proceeding  remarks  that  the  Council  is  v/ell  aware 
of  this  and  is  making  every  effort  to  deal  with  the  matter.  It  must  be  equally 
obvious  however  that  to  carry  out  all  the  schemes  required  at  one  time  is  not 
reasonably  possible  and  therefore  schemes  have  been  drawn  up  to  deal  with  each 
village  in  the  district.  Reviews  of  the  position  can  now  be  readily  made 
to  select  the  next  most  urgent  cases  to  be  dealt  v/ith.  This  method  of  approach 
to  the  problem  does  allow  for  flexibility  which  is  most  necessary  to  meet 
changing  circumstances  in  the  sewage  flow  due  to  unforseen  development  in  any 
particular  area. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

This  service  is  still  carried  out  by  contract  and  is  generally  satisfactory. 
Where  complaints  of  neglect  are  received  they  are  quickly  dealt  with  by  the 
Contractor, 

The  old  privy  ashpits,  once  so  common  in  the  area  are  steadily 
disappearing  due,  to  some  extent,  to  the  Standard  Grants  now  available.  The 
replacing  of  the  ashpit  by  a dust  bin  has  made  the  work  of  refuse  collection 
easier  and  far  less  objectionable  to  the  men  employed  on  the  work. 

Disposal  of  refuse  continues  to  be  by  controlled  tipping  which  is  carried 
out  at  two  tips  and  these  serve  the  whole  area.  They  are  regularly  treated  to 
destroy  vermin  and  are  kept  as  tidy  as  possible. 

RODENT  CONTROL, 

No  men  are  employed  on  this  service,  a very  satisfactory  Contractor  being 
available  to  undertake  such  work  in  the  area.  The  Council’s  Officers  are  always 
willing  and  ready  to  advise  owners  and  occupiers  of  premises  whanever  the  need 
arises. 

HOUSING . 

The  Council  have  for  many  years,  actively  pursued  a progressive  housing 
programme  which  has  resulted  in  great  improvements  in  housing  conditions  in  this 
district.  At  the  end  of  the  last  war  there  were  some  300  totally  unfit  houses 
in  the  area,  but  a steady  slum  clearance  programme  has  now  reduced  this  number 
to  under  80  such  houses.  This  has  been  achieved  by  a planned,  programme  of  new 
house  building  to  house  the  occupants  of  the  unfit  houses  and  by  encouraging 
owners  to  renovate  such  houses,  where  this  was  possible,  with  the  aid  of 
Improvement  Grants.  It  is  worth  noting  that  since  the  last  war  the  Council 
have  built  369  dwellings  and  have  made  available  to  property  owners,  105 
Discretionary  Grants. 


Standard  Grants  have  also  played  a large  part  in  prolonging  the  life  of 
houses  which  would  have  undoubtedly  become  unfit  over  the  next  10  years  or  so. 

83  standard  grants  have  been  made  since  the  innovation  of  this  type  of  grant 

The  area  also  continues  to  attract  private  developers  and  during  this  year 
32  private  houses  have  been  built  and  occupied.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a 
further  18  private  houses  were  in  course  of  erection. 


Council  house  building  has  boen  carried  out  wherever  a need,  either  for 
slum. clearance  or  a general  shortage  of  housing  accommodation,  has  been  proved 
and  in  the  villages,  where  wholesale  demolition  of  unfit  houses  would  have 
caused  unsightly  gaps,  the  Council  have  purchased  and  cleared  the  sites  for 
re-development.  These  re-development  schemes  have  been  carefully  planned 
and  have,  it  is  felt,  in  all  cases  added  to,  rather  than  distracted  from  the 
beauty  of  the  villages  concerned. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION . 


^ The  four  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  are  all  well  maintained 
and  fully  comply. with  the  requirements  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act.  The  'appointed 
day  for  the  coming  into  full  operation  of  this  Act  was  the  1st  January,  1962 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  on  the  31st  December,  1 96 1 all  the  premises 
had  been  brought  up  to  the  required  standard. 


During  the  year  meat  inspection  has  received  full  attention  although  a 
steady  increase  on  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  has  added  to  the  work. 

9 9 75  animals  were  actually  slaughtered  in  the  area  during  this  year  and  at  one 
period  the  monthly  kill  exceeded  10,000  head  of  animals. 

A statement  showing  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the  meat 
condemned  is  attached  to  this  report  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  steady 
decline  in  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  which  has  been  found. 

The  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  are  unchanged  from 
previous  years  and  remain  satisfactory. 
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FOOD  SHOPS  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Those  premises  receive  regular  attention  and  generally  conditions  are 
very  satisfactory.  Where  any  minor  contraventions  of  the  Act  are  noted,  the 
matter  is  dealt  with  on  the  spot.  The  persons  concerned  have  always  been  most 
willing  to  co-operate  in  putting  matters  right. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 

Attached  hereto  is  the  statement  required  under  the  above  Acts,  showing 
the  number  of  Factories  etc.  The  statement  required  by  part  VIII  of  the  Act  is 
not  included  as  this  is  a NIL  return. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole 
or  in  part  during  the  year  ending  DECEMBER,  1961. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

4562 

; 339 

172 

23258  | 

67744 

Number  inspected 

■ 4562 

339 

172 

: 23258 

67744  ; 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 16 

3 

i 10 

t 

1 

11 

! 

1 

104  ! 

i 

■ 1 

i 

131 

j 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

704 

46 

7 

1 946  ; 

2,187  ; 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

15.78 

1 

i • 

16.51  : 

10.46 

? ! 

4.51 

> 

3.42  j 

Tuberculosis  or  Cysticercosis 

1 | 

! 

j 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

— 

3 < 

! 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

69 

13 

1 

- 

j ; 

1156 

Percentage  of  no  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

1 .51 

■ 

'•  3.83 

- 

1 j 

1.71 

Cysticerosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

- 

i 

i 

~ j 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

- 

i 

- 

1 “ 

I 

l 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the 

Administra 

tion  of 

the 

Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 

Number  Number  of 

Premises  on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Notices  prosecuted 

LU (2)  (3)  (4) (5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4 and  6 are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  7 7 Nil  Nil 

Authorities 

(ii) Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local 


Authority. 32  66  Nil  Nil 

Carried  forward  "39  73  Nil  Nil 
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Brought  forward 

39 

• 73 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  v/hich 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises ). .............. 

...40 

50 

Nil 

Nil 

Total. ............ 

.0.79 

123 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 
(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned 

premises  on  two, 
as  two,  three  or 

three 

more 

or  more  separate 
"cases" ) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

To  H.M.  Referred 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  by  H.M. 

Inspector 

(?) (3 1 __  i4) (5) 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.1) 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2)... 

.Nil 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3)..«. 

.Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4). . . . 

.Nil 

Ineffective  drainage 

of 

floors  (S.6) 

.Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(3.7). 

.Nil 

(a)  (insufficient) 

Nil 

(b)  (Unsuitable  or 

defective) 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  (Not  separate  for 

sexes)  Nil  Nil 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Out-work) .Nil 

Total. .....  6 6 Nil  Nil  Nil 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 

Deaths 

Pneumonia 

10 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

73 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

Nil 

Diptheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

Nil 

Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1961. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary  Non  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

' H 

F , M 

F- 

M 

F 

Mi  F j 

20  to  25 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

i 1 

25  to  35 

- 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

~ . i 

35  to  45 

2 

— — 

— 

i 

No  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  occurred  during  the  year 


■ 

■ air 


• ■ 
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Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  accounted  for  11  deaths  amongst  the  population. 

In  concluding  my  Report  I should  again  like  to  record  ny  great 
indebtedness  to  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  to  your  Waterworks 
Manager  for  their  efficient  and  ready  help  at  all  times  in  carrying  out 
my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  Sir,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALAN  W.  HANSELL, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


„\ 


